Evangelism School 

(MELBOURNE EVANGELISM TRAINING SEMINAR)
GOD’S HEART FOR EVANGELISM

Jesus said, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10)

WHY EVANGELISM? (SCRIPTURAL BASIS)

Jesus said: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”  (Matthew 28:19)
“I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6)
“Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will confess before the angels of God” (Luke 12:8)
“The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into His harvest”  

(Luke 10:2)

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me.  Because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor.  He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives…To preach the acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 4:18)
The book of proverbs also comments on the importance of sharing our faith:

“Deliver those who are drawn toward death, and hold back those stumbling to the slaughter.  If you say, “Surely we did not know this,” does not He who weighs the hearts consider it?  He who keeps your soul, does He not know it?  And will He not render to each man according to his deeds?”  (Prov. 24:11-12)
“.. And he who wins souls is wise” (Prov. 11:30)

THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE IN HIS LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN ROME:

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace…”  (Rom. 10:15a)
“Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.” (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)
Prophetic evangelism and signs and wonders will become more prominent in these last days, as Christians respond to the call of God to evangelise.

“And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams.  And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and they shall prophesy.  I will show wonders in heaven above and signs in the earth beneath: …And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:17-21)

WHY EVANGELISM?  ( HEAVEN  OR  HELL )

It is a common saying that there are only two things guaranteed in life, death and taxes.  There are two possible destinations for our soul when we experience our physical death, since the real us, our spirit, lives on for eternity.  All people can experience either one or two possible deaths, depending on their response to the gospel message.  

The first death is our physical death, however, for some people, they will also experience a second death, which is their spiritual death.  It is only the second death that should be feared.  For Christians, their physical death only means being with Jesus Christ in heaven.  This is a glorious hope that all Christians have.

Jesus said:  “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”  (Luke 12:4-5) The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus. (Romans 6:23)  It was because of God’s great love for mankind that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  It is God’s wish that no one should perish, but that all people should come to repentance.  However, entry to heaven can only be achieved in one way.

Jesus said:  “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.”  As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God.  For a person who decides not to accept Jesus as their Lord and Saviour, awaits the second death, which is eternal separation from God’s love.  (Hell)  Whilst heaven is a place, which provides Christians with a great hope for the future, Hell is a place of eternal torment, and where the worms will never die.

The book of Luke describes the eternal destinies of two men.  The first man was Lazarus, who was a beggar full of sores, whilst the second man was a rich man who lacked for nothing, and who lived mainly for him self.  Whilst in torment in Hades, the rich man lifted up his eyes to see the beggar in the bosom of Abraham.

The rich man cried out to Abraham to have mercy on him, and if he could send Lazarus over to dip the tip of his finger into some water and to cool his tongue, for he was being tormented in the flames of hell.  The plight of the rich man can be clearly contrasted to the eternal destiny of the criminal who called upon Jesus when he was hanging on the cross next to Him.  Jesus said to the repentant criminal:  “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”

THE GREATEST IS LOVE

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.

And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.

And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.”  (1 Cor. 13:1-3)

“Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.”        (1 Corinthians 14:1)

Jesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”  (John 13:34-35)

GENUINE LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER IS THE KEY TO UNITY AND KINGDOM POWER

· God loves every person in the world  (John 3:16) 

· Jesus has compassion for the lost, the afflicted and sick

“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.

But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.”  (Matthew 9:35-36)

 WE ALSO NEED TO HAVE A GENUINE LOVE FOR OTHERS

UNITY BRINGS GOD’S BLESSINGS

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! … It is like the dew of Hermon, Descending upon the mountains of Zion; For there the LORD commanded the blessing – Life forevermore.” (Psalm 133:1 &3)

THE FIRST CHURCH WAS UNIFIED AND MOVED IN GREAT POWER
“And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people.  And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch.”  (Acts 5:12)

JESUS HIMSELF SAID THAT A DIVIDED HOUSE WOULD FALL.  (Unity is a key to establishing strong churches)

Jesus said, “Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and a house divided against a house falls.”  (Luke 11:17)

TRUE AGAPE LOVE HAS THE FOLLOWING ATTRIBUTES:  

1) IT IS ALSO PRACTICAL

“Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.

And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.  And great grace was upon them all.  Nor was there anyone among them who lacked, for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them at the apostles’ feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need.”   (Acts 4:32-35)

2) IT IS GENUINE

“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek it own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never fails…”  (1 Corinthians 13:4-8) 

3) IT DEMONSTRATES FORGIVENESS 

“Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice.  And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.”  

(Ephesians 4:31-32)

4) IT IS OTHERS FOCUSSED

“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.  Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”      (Philippians 2:3-4) AND
5) IT IS SACRIFICIAL (Like Jesus we must choose to lay down our life for others)

Jesus said, “Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant.  And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave – just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”            (Matthew 20:26-28)

IT IS ONLY IN LAYING DOWN OUR LIFE FOR OTHERS (BEING A GENUINE DISCIPLE) THAT OUR LIVES WILL BEAR MUCH ETERNAL FRUIT.   

If we do not make a committed choice each day of our life to follow God’s plan for our life, we will be more easily sidetracked by the cares, riches,  temptations and pleasures of this life, and bring no or little fruit to maturity in our life here on earth.  (Luke 8:14)  

Jesus said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.”  

(John 12:24) 

ANY CHRISTIAN WHO IS DEVOTED TO SERVING GOD AND COMMITED TO LOVING OTHERS WILL DO GREAT AND MIGHTY THINGS FOR GOD’S KINGDOM

WE ALL HAVE THE ABILITY AS BELIEVERS TO LOVE OTHERS UNCONDITIONALLY
“Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  (Romans 5:5)

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self control…”  (Galatians 5:22-23)

WHAT CAN STOP THIS LOVE FROM FLOWING OUT OF BELIEVERS

1) A LACK OF INTIMACY WITH JESUS                              

i) We must continually abide in His love.   (John 15:4-5)

ii) We need to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit    

         (Ephesians 5:17-18)

iii) We need to lead a lifestyle of worship (John 4:23-24)  

         and prayer (involving God in all areas of our life)
2) OUR ATTITUDES (Walking in the flesh)
i) Being critical or judgemental of others 
  (Matthew 7:1-5)

ii) Being envious or jealous of others  (James 3:14-16)

iii) Having selfish ambition  (Philippians 2:3)
iv) Having pride in our life  (Colossians 3:12 & 4:6)
3) HAVING A FEAR OF MAN (A fear of being rejected)
“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment.  But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.”     (1 John 4:18) 

CONCLUSION

· Where there is love and unity God’s power can be seen  (Acts 4:32-33)
· We all need to choose to love others  (1 John 4:7 & 11)
· Jesus even commanded us to love one another  (John 13:34)
· If we do not abide in Christ, our lives will bear no fruit  (John 15:4-5)
· When we have intimacy with Jesus, we begin to have His compassion for the lost and hurting in this world  (Psalm 37:4)
· If we have His compassion and love for others, our lives will make a great difference in this world and help many to receive the gift of eternal life  (John 14:12)
THE GOSPEL OF GRACE

ETERNAL LIFE IS A FREE GIFT

“The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23b)

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9)

BECAUSE ETERNAL LIFE IS A GIFT WE CANNOT EARN IT NOR DO WE DESERVE IT

The bible says that no amount of personal effort, doing good things, or even being religious, can earn eternal life:

“It is the gift of God, NOT OF WORKS, lest anyone should boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8c-9)

IF GOD DID NOT OFFER EACH OF US A PLACE IN HEAVEN AS A GIFT, NO-ONE WOULD GET THERE, BECAUSE

EVERYONE HAS SINNED
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)

“There is none righteous, no, not one;” (Romans 3:9a)

“But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags;” (Isaiah 64:6a)

“The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked;…” (Jer. 17:9)
“All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” (Isaiah 53:6)
We all have our own standards for what sin is.  But when it comes to heaven, only God’s standard is relevant.  To God, hate and lust are sins just as much as murder or adultery, because both express selfishness and ignorance of His Law.  

The greatest commandments are to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, and to care for others as much as we care for ourselves.  Every time we fail to love in this manner, we are sinning.  That is why the Bible says: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)                                                                                 

WE CAN DO NOTHING TO SAVE OURSELVES

The reason we cannot save ourselves is because we all miss the mark and fall short of God’s standard of absolute perfection.

“Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48)

No matter how good we are, any sin, no matter how trivial it may appear to be, spoils the perfection that God requires.  

“For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.”  (James 2:10) 

Whilst some people are better than others, being better is not good enough.  It is like two people trying to jump across a deep chasm.  If one falls only a couple of feet short of the other side, he is no better off than the other who only makes it half way.

BECAUSE WE HAVE ALL SINNED, NONE OF US ARE ABLE TO SAVE OURSELVES.  NO ONE WOULD BE GOOD ENOUGH TO GET TO HEAVEN. HOWEVER IN CHRIST, GOD OFFERS US ETERNAL LIFE AS A FREE GIFT.

Why should God offer anyone the gift of eternal life?

BECAUSE GOD IS LOVING AND MERCIFUL, HE DOES NOT WANT TO PUNISH US

“The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, Slow to anger and great in mercy.  The Lord is good to all, And His tender mercies are over all His works.” (Psalm 145:8-9)

“For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all generations.”  (Psalm 100:5)  “For He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness; and He relents from doing harm.”  (Joel 2:13c)

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  (John 3:16)

“For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  (Romans 5:6-8)

In fact the bible says, “… for God is love”  (1 John 4:8)

HOWEVER, BECAUSE GOD IS PERFECTLY JUST, HE MUST ALSO PUNISH SIN

God’s love does not overrule His justice.  

“Ascribe greatness to our God. He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are justice, A God of truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He.”  (Deuteronomy 32:3b-4)

“For I will not justify the wicked.”  (Exodus 23:7c)

“I will punish the world for its evil, And the wicked for their iniquity;” (Isaiah 13:11)

“And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment.”      (Hebrews 9:27)

IF GOD WAS TO OVERLOOK OUR SIN BECAUSE OF HIS LOVE, HE WOULD NO LONGER BE JUST.  HIS LAW IS PERFECT AND HIS SENTENCE HAS BEEN PASSED…  “THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH” (Romans 6:23a)

HOWEVER GOD HAS BROUGHT HIS LOVE AND HIS JUSTICE TOGETHER IN THE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST

THE BIBLE MAKES IT CLEAR THAT JESUS IS GOD

JESUS WAS FULLY GOD YET ALSO FULLY MAN

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God… And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”              (John 1:1&14)

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”  (Matthew 1:23)

JESUS CHRIST CAME INTO THE WORLD TO PAY THE PENALTY FOR OUR SINS AND TO FULFIL GOD’S JUSTICE

WITHOUT CHRIST, EACH ONE OF US WOULD STAND CONDEMNED BEFORE GOD BECAUSE OF OUR SINS. HOWEVER BECAUSE OF HIS GREAT LOVE FOR US, HE HAS PUT OUR SINS ONTO JESUS.

· Jesus died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and to fulfil God’s justice

· On the third day He arose from the dead and is alive forevermore

· Jesus gives the gift of eternal life to all those who RECEIVE Him (believe in Him)

· This is why we celebrate Easter
This is the simple gospel message which must be preached to the unbelievers.  (Refer to Rom. 1:16-17, 1 Cor. 1:17-24, 1 Cor. 2:1-5, 1 Cor. 4:20 and Acts 8:4-8)   “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  (Romans 5:8)

THE DEATH OF JESUS ON THE CROSS HAS REPAIRED OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.  WE ALL NOW HAVE A WAY OF COMING INTO HIS PRESENCE, HOLY, PURE AND FAULTLESS

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

THE GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE IS FOR WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM.  WHOEVER INCLUDES YOU!

YOU CAN RECEIVE THE GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE THROUGH FAITH

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.’ (Ephesians 2:8-9)

Relying on your own efforts or even human logic, or even religious activity, cannot save you.  Faith in Jesus Christ is the only way to be forgiven by God and to receive the gift of eternal life.






HOW DO WE RECEIVE THIS GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE BY FAITH?

WE MUST TRANSFER OUR TOTAL TRUST TO JESUS CHRIST ALONE

We must simply BELIEVE what God has done for us, and ACCEPT His offer of eternal life and TRUST Jesus Christ alone.  There is no other way.
WE NEED TO REPENT OF ALL OF OUR SINS

“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.”  (Acts 3:19)

REPENTANCE IS LIKE DOING A U-TURN

1) It is recognising that we are going in the wrong direction

2) It is owning up to God and asking for His forgiveness, and

3) Choosing to go in the opposite direction – HIS WAY

TURNING FROM OUR OWN WAY TO GOD’S WAY IS ACKNOWLEDGING THAT JESUS CHRIST IS LORD OF OUR LIFE

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”  (Galatians 2:20)

GOD KNOWS WHAT IS BEST FOR US.  WE CAN TRUST HIM TO LEAD US INTO THE FULLNESS OF LIFE THAT HE WANTS US TO EXPERIENCE.

Jesus said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”  (John 10:10)

FULLNESS OF LIFE ONLY COMES WHEN WE LIVE OUR LIFE HIS WAY.

Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word;…”  (John 14:23)

GOD’S SPIRIT (THE HOLY SPIRIT) GIVES EVERY BELIEVER THE POWER TO LIVE AN OVERCOMING LIFE

OBEYING GOD INCLUDES DOING SOME NEW THINGS IN OUR LIFE AND DOING SOME THINGS DIFFERENTLY.  THE BIBLE IS FULL OF WISDOM AND AS WE READ IT, GOD WILL SPEAK THROUGH IT (Psalm 119:133) TO ENCOURAGE US (Psalm 119:107) AND TO GIVE US CLEAR DIRECTION IN LIFE. (Psalm 119:105)  (The bible is God’s love letter to us)   (2 Timothy 3:16-17)  
Jesus said, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  (John 8:31a-32)

ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOT SAVED BY DOING GOOD WORKS, (ETERNAL LIFE IS A FREE GIFT), LIVING IN A WAY THAT IS PLEASING TO GOD WILL BE EVIDENCE OF YOUR NEW LIFE AS A BELIEVER, AND WILL CONFIRM THAT JESUS CHRIST IS TRULY LORD OF YOUR LIFE
THE HOLY SPIRT GIVES NEW LIFE TO ALL BELIEVERS

THE HOLY SPIRIT ALSO ENABLES AND EMPOWERS BELIEVERS TO WALK IN VICTORY.  BEING LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT AND FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE, IS THE KEY TO EXPERIENCING ABUNDANT LIFE AS A BELIEVER.

“That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” (John 3:6)

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”  (2 Corinthians 5:17)

“But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.”  (Romans 8:11)
THE NEW LIFE THAT WE RECEIVE THROUGH GOD’S SPIRIT MEANS THAT WE ARE NOW PART OF A NEW FAMILY

ALL BELIEVERS BECOME PART OF GOD’S FAMILY

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name;”  (John 1:12)

Reading the bible, praying to God and finding a church home are all keys to help you to live a victorious life as a believer (Christian).  Being part of a vibrant church fellowship will help you to become established in your faith.

“Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall still bear fruit in old age; They shall be fresh and flourishing,” (Ps. 92:13-14)
(Adapted from a teaching by Ray Comfort)

USING THE LAW TO HELP PEOPLE COME TO FAITH
This teaching is designed to help Christians when they are witnessing to someone who says that they are a good person.  The Bible makes it clear that no person is good and that without Christ the human heart is “...deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked...”  (Jeremiah 17:9)

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“There is none righteous, no, not one;” (Romans 3:10a) and

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)

The Apostle John also wrote,

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”   (1 John 1:8)

It is only when a person becomes a Christian and the Holy Spirit comes to live on the inside of them, that they realise just how sinful they were prior to becoming a Christian.

This teaching is designed to help people to become aware of their need to come to Jesus Christ to receive His forgiveness.  I will now share a 5 step process which will help those people who think that they are good people come to Jesus Christ in true repentance and faith. The first step has two methods of approaching the person that we are witnessing to.   

It is very important however, that this method never just becomes a mechanical procedure for witnessing to non believers.  Rather, this method should always be employed as guided by the Holy Spirit as we share our faith in love to unbelievers.

The Apostle Paul wrote in the book of Galatians, “...the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” (Galatians 3:24) 

A SUMMARY OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
1) You shall have no other gods before Me (God should be number one)
2) You shall not make yourself any graven image (Don’t bow down to anything but God)
3) You shall not take the Name of the Lord your God in vain 



(Don’t use your lips to dishonour God)
4) Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy (Don’t neglect the things of God)
5) Honour your Father and your Mother

6) You shall not kill

7) You shall not commit adultery (Adultery leaves a heart broken)
8) You shall not steal 

9) You shall not lie

10) You shall not covet (To want what others have)
I will now share the 5 steps that can help in bringing a person to faith in Jesus Christ, particularly when they say that they are a good person or if that person is somewhat self-righteous. WDJD (What Did Jesus Do)

STEP 1

i) When a person says to YOU after hearing the gospel,   

“But I am a good person.”

OUR RESPONSE TO THIS CAN BE 
“Why do you think that you are a good person?”

  OR

ii)  We can initiate a witnessing opportunity by going up to someone and asking them the question, 

“Would you consider yourself to be a good person?”

STEP 2

After the person has responded to one of the above questions we can ask the next question, 

“Do you think that you have kept all of God’s Ten Commandments?”
After this question we can ask a number of the following questions as prompted by the Holy Spirit

Has God always been number one in your life?     (Wait for answer)

(If no, you can say that you have already broken the first commandment)

Have you ever told a lie in your life?
                   (Wait for answers)

(If yes, you can say to them, “what does that make you?”)
      {A LIAR}


Have you ever stolen anything in your life?

  (Wait for answers)

(If yes, you can say to them, “what does that make you?”)
      {A THIEF}
Have you always totally honoured your parents?
   (Wait for answer)
(If no, you can say, “This means that you have broken the fifth commandment)

Jesus said even to lust after someone who was not your wife was to commit adultery in your heart. Have you ever lusted after anyone other than your wife/husband?




   

   (Wait for answer)

(If yes, you can say to them, “So what would that make you?”  You can help them by saying “So that would make you therefore an adulterer at heart”) 

YOU CAN THEN CONCLUDE THESE QUESTIONS BY SUMMARISING THEIR ANSWERS AS FOLLOWS WITH ANOTHER QUESTION 

(This question may or may not be used. When asking this question we need to do so in a non-judgemental and light hearted way. STEPS 3 AND 4 WILL BRING CONVICTION)
“So by your own admission you are saying that you have been a liar and a thief and an adulterer at heart who has not always honoured you parents and that you have not always made God number one in your life? Is that right?

(Wait for answer)   YES
BEFORE GOING TO STEP 3 IT IS ALSO GOOD TO SHARE THE FOLLOWING TWO SCRIPTURES WITH THE PERSON YOU ARE WITNESSING TO

The Bible says, “For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.” (James 2:10) 
Jesus also said, “There you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48)

STEP 3
Now ask the following question.  “If you were to be Judged by the ten commandments would you be innocent or guilty?

WAIT FOR ANSWER

STEP 4 Destiny

Now ask the following question. “Given that you have broken many of God’s ten-commandments, would you go to heaven or hell if you were to die tonight?

WAIT FOR ANSWER

STEP 5 

NOW THAT THEY HAVE BEEN CONVICTED OF THEIR SINS AND THEIR NEED OF A SAVIOUR

Share about the good news of the gospel and the free gift of eternal life to all those who repent and believe in Jesus Christ

AGAIN ALL THAT WE DO MUST BE DONE IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

However these five steps will help many who are still learning how to share their faith with unbelievers, to have a structure which can help them in their witnessing to others.

RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT

When a person makes a decision to turn from their sins (repent) and to put their faith in Jesus Christ (believe) they are born again and receive the gift of eternal life.  The Holy Spirit then comes to dwell in the life of that person and they become a temple of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus said to the Samaritan woman at Jacobs well:

“Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst.  But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”  (John 4:13-14)

The Apostle Paul said to the Corinthian believers:

“Do you not know that you are the Temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”  (1 Corinthians 3:16)

THE APOSTLES THEMSELVES HAD A NEW BIRTH EXPERIENCE ON RESURRECTION SUNDAY WHEN JESUS COMMISIONED THEM
There are two requirements for receiving New Testament Salvation:

“If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9)

Prior to resurrection Sunday the apostles had already confessed Jesus as their Lord.  (Mark 8:29 and John 6:67-69)  But now, for the first time, they also believed that God raised Him from the dead.  Thus their salvation was completed.  This was the point at which they experienced the new birth.  The Holy Spirit, breathed into them by Jesus, imparted to them a totally new kind of life - eternal life - which had triumphed over sin and Satan, over death and the grave. 

THE APOSTLES RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT AND EXPERIENCED THE NEW BIRTH 

After appearing to the disciples on resurrection Sunday, Jesus said to them: “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”  And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them; “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  (John 20:21-22)

HOWEVER AFTER THIS WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE, JESUS MADE IT PLAIN TO THE APOSTLES, THAT THEIR EXPERIENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS STILL INCOMPLETE
“Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.”  (Luke 24:49)

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me...”  (Acts 1:8)

THE PROMISE OF THE FULLNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS FOR ALL BELIEVERS
The Feast of Tabernacles was a joyous celebration which was observed by the priests who brought water (which was symbolic of the water supplied from the rock in Exodus 17) to the temple from the pool of Siloam in a gold pitcher 

“On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  HE WHO BELIEVES IN ME, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”  

(John 7:37-38)
Those who are satisfied by Jesus will themselves become channels of spiritual refreshment for others.  The fountain of water in John 4:14 refers to the New Birth, whilst the rivers of living water referred to in John 7:38, represents the overflowing fullness of the Spirit-filled life which comes from being baptized in the Holy Spirit.

THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT
“But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”  (John 7:39)
ON RESURRECTION SUNDAY THE APPOSTLES RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT AND EXPERIENCED THE NEW BIRTH EXPERIENCE
THE TERM “TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT” FROM PENTECOST SUNDAY ONWARDS ONLY EVER REFERS TO THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT EXPERIENCE
“And being assembled together with them, He (Jesus) commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me;” 

“for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  (Acts 1:4-5)
John the Baptist also shared about the greater Baptist to come (Jesus)
“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Matthew 3:11)
THIS HAPPENED ON PENTECOST SUNDAY

“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”  (Acts 2:4)
THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT EMPOWERS A BELIEVER TO WITNESS FOR THE LORD AND MAKES THEIR EXPERIENCE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT COMPLETE
A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF ACTS CLEARLY SHOWS THAT THERE IS A CLEAR DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE BORN AGAIN EXPERIENCE AND RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT (BEING BAPTISED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT)

WHEN CHRIST WAS PREACHED IN SAMARIA

1) Multitudes in that city were born again,

“Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them.  And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.”  (Acts 8:5-6)

2) Then Water Baptized, and 

“But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.”  (Acts 8:12)

3) Finally Baptized in the Holy Spirit (Received the Holy Spirit)
“Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.  For as yet He had fallen upon none of them.  They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.”  (Acts 8:14-17)

HOW TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT

To receive the gift of the Holy Spirit a believer must simply ask their heavenly Father for the special gift of the Holy Spirit.

“If you then being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.”  (Luke 11:13)
Like the gift of salvation it is to be received – By Grace – Through Faith – Not of Works

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

A believer must simply receive the gift of the Holy Spirit by FAITH

“…that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”  (Galatians 3:14)

HOWEVER

FAITH IS NEVER A SUBSTITUTE FOR OBEDIENCE. TRUE FAITH IS ALWAYS MANIFESTED IN OBEDIENCE.

The apostle Peter focused on the obedience aspect of genuine faith in his defence to the Jewish council.  
“And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him.”  (Acts 5:32)
SIX SCRIPTURAL STEPS OF OBEDIENCE AND FAITH TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT

1) & 2)  Repentance and being Baptized

The first two steps are stated by the Apostle Peter.  These are genuine repentance and being water baptized upon becoming a believer.  

“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  (Acts 2:38)

3)  Being Hungry and thirsty for the fullness of the Spirit
Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”  (John 7:37-38)

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.”  (Matthew 5:6)

4)  Asking our Heavenly Father for the gift of the Holy Spirit

“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!  (Luke 11:13)

5)  We must receive the Holy Spirit (DRINK)

Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.”  (John 7:37)

“Drinking” represents an active process of receiving.  The infilling of the Holy Spirit cannot be received by a negative or passive attitude, just as no one can drink with a closed mouth.

The Lord says, “Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.” (Psalm 81:10)  God cannot fill a closed mouth.  We must open our mouth to receive the fullness of the Spirit




6) We must “yield” ourselves to God

The apostle Paul speaks to Christians of a twofold surrender to God:
“But present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.”  (Romans 6:13)

· The first surrender is the “surrender of the will and the personality” YOURSELVES

· The second surrender involves the surrender of our PHYSICAL MEMBERS

In surrendering our physical members, we can no longer seek to understand intellectually what God asks of us.  We must simply hand over unreserved control of our physical members and allow God to use them according to His own will and purpose without demanding to understand what God is doing or why He is doing it.

The particular member He takes full control of is that unruly member which no man can tame – the tongue.  Thus the yielding of our tongue to the Spirit represents the ultimate surrender of one’s members and by this we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The above six Scriptural steps of obedience and faith are not always fulfilled when some believers receive the Holy Spirit, but they are important steps to be taught to those believers desiring to be Baptized in the Holy Spirit.

UNDERSTAND  HUMANITY (A key to effective Evangelism)

· Without a vision people perish

· All people are created with a need to worship God  (Man has to worship something)

· Every person experiences a deep sense of loneliness without Christ

· All mechanisms to cope with the non existence of a relationship with God eventually fail

· Coping mechanisms include:  Alcohol, drugs, busyness, work, accumulating assets, gambling, investing lives in raising kids, sexual affairs, football worship, collecting trophies, etc

· Until people find a relationship with Jesus, they will always be seeking some spiritual experience, excitement or thrill in life to overcome the void in their lives.

· The spirit of the world has destroyed human relationships through self-centredness (sin)

· THE POWER OF PEER GROUP PRESSURE. Many people will do anything not to be left alone or isolated. The fear of being rejected by one’s peers is very strong among the youth.

· There is NO certainty in life today.  No job, friendship or marriage can be guaranteed

· All human inspired activities will always leave us dry and empty  (Works of the flesh)

· Most people would like to think that they were remembered for something that they did

· As Christians, we can leave a mark not only on this world, but for eternity

· 63% of Australians said that they prayed at some time  (Social Science Survey)

· Only 10-13% of Australians however, had been to a church  (Social Science Survey)

· People are now seeking a spiritual reality and are open to Christianity

· The post modernists are non-rationalistic.

· Rationality is pretty well dead and buried.  (We only have to look at today’s violence)

-      Many people are now seeking emotional experiences (drugs and sex) to cope with the emotional pain and emptiness that they feel in life

· The reality for many young people in the western nations, that buying a home (without a huge mortgage) is now becoming a far more remote possibility given the high house prices and unstable economic situation at the moment. For this reason, many of the youth have now just learnt to live for the moment  

WE MUST FULLY APPRECIATE THAT EVERY UNSAVED PERSON HAS A DEEP DOWN NEED TO KNOW JESUS, IF WE ARE TO EVANGELISE EFFECTIVLY

  HOW  TO  BRING  SOMEONE  INTO  THE  KINGDOM  

·  ALWAYS BE LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT  

· Seek divine appointments.  Each morning it is good to let God know that you are available to be used by Him.  God is a Gentleman.  Divine appointments come about through prayer and having an intimate relationship with God)

· Follow God’s directions when evangelising.  Be where God wants you.

· All divine appointments will generally be with people who have common interests or a background similar to yourself.  (True Holy Spirit led evangelism is energizing and not tiring)

· Many divine appointments come at times, which are not always the most suitable.  We must however be obedient to God at these times, because it is usually at these times, that the greatest witnessing experiences happen.

· Always go by God’s gentle first initial prompting.  This first gentle voice is always God’s voice directing us to someone to share the gospel.  The second voice is always the enemy trying to suggest that the first voice was not God’s voice, and the third voice is our own thoughts confirming the second thought.  Always act on the first gentle prompting.
· When approaching someone to share the gospel, as a result of a gentle prompting, always ask God for an ice breaking first line.  These may be lines such as “Have you got the time please.” followed by "Thanks, how has your day been?”  Or you may open with something like this.  “Hasn’t it been cold today”  “I trust you have been having a good day today”  Or you may say to a person  “How old is your baby”  God will usually provide you with a first line to break the ice with.

· “For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say”  (Luke 12:12)  Jesus told His disciples not to worry about what they should say when they were brought before the synagogues, magistrates and authorities, as the Holy Spirit would teach them what to say in that very hour.

· Always listen for the Holy Spirit to give you the next question to ask the person.

· All questions should eventually lead the person to opening up their life to you, and the need in their life for a relationship with Jesus.  You may reach this point in one minute, or it may take 20 minutes.  Do not rush your time with the person at this crucial stage.  At this stage it is good to look for common interests or to share common experiences with the person.  The Holy Spirit helps us greatly in finding a common denominator with others.

· Never introduce Jesus into the talk until it becomes natural to do so.  The turn around point ALWAYS comes naturally.

· Introduce the benefits of having a relationship with Jesus when a person has become aware of their deep down need for this relationship.  

· Sometimes we are only meant to sow a seed, at other times, to be a living example of the gospel, however on many occasions, (especially given the spiritual hunger of so many people today) we should be able to lead a person into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

· If there is no resistance and the Holy Spirit is giving the prompt to bring them into the Kingdom of God, at this point it is critical that you lead the person into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  They might never be this open and responsive to the gospel again.  EXPECT DISTRACTIONS AND POSSIBLE FEARS AT THIS TIME.  Fight for their soul at this stage.

· Be gentle as you invite the person to give their heart to the Lord.  The following is a suggested way.  “It looks like you have given up trying to cope in your own strength.  How about we hand all of your life’s struggles over to Jesus and let Him take over your struggles.  The following is the greatest prayer you will ever say.  Let’s pray together.  Just repeat the following prayer with all your heart, and you will feel the greatest peace you have ever experienced.  However it must be said from your heart:

· The following prayer is an example of a prayer which could be used to bring a person into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ: 

-   “Dear God, I know that I have lived a life apart from You up to today, living for myself, but today I turn to You and I am asking You to forgive me of all the wrong things that I have done in the past.  I repent of all my past sins and I now invite Jesus Christ to come into my heart and life to be my Lord and Saviour from this moment on.  I believe that He died for my sins and arose again on the third day and that the sinless Blood that He shed on the cross at Calvary has washed all of my sins away and that I now have eternal life.  Guide and direct my life from this day on I pray, in Jesus Name, Amen”
· THERE  IS  POWER  IN  THE  USE  OF  SCRIPTURE.  

Before I lead most people into the sinners’ prayer, I will share Rev. 3:20 with them.  During the course of sharing about Jesus I will share as many scriptures, such as John 3:16, as the Holy Spirit leads me to.

· I MUST AGAIN STRESS THE IMPORTANCE OF AVOIDING ALL DISTRACTIONS WHILST TAKING   A PERSON THROUGH THE SINNERS PRAYER.  AT THIS POINT THE PRAYER MUST BE COMPLETED

· Sometimes I get people before praying the sinners prayer, to

imagine there being a zip over their heart, and to get them  imagining that they are unzipping the door to their heart.

· On some occasions it is necessary to bind other spirits, before a person is able to open their heart up to Jesus.  I normally at this point tell the person that I will first say a prayer that will enable them to yield their life over to Jesus.

· The following short prayer is most crucial when someone has had either a religious past, (and you can sense a religious   spirit coming against you) or if someone has dabbled in either witchcraft or the occult:

· “Dear God, thank you for this man’s desire to want to know you personally.  I now bind every spirit in this man which is not of You in Jesus name, with chains unbreakable, so that this person can now receive You Jesus as his Lord and Saviour.”

· At this point, I would then ask the person to pray with me a prayer of salvation.   
